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FROM MIDDLE EAST: 22/9/44

Italy September 17th. Carrying highly inflemsble cargo - possibly petrol in
druns snd emmmition - a 2,000 ton motor vessel which was creeping down the
Italisn Adriatic coast bound apperently for a port in the vicinity of Rimini

was sunk by en aircreft of an Australisn Wellington squadron early Thursdey

morning. The Wellington which was captained by 416363 W/0 Priest of

Stirling West, South. Australia, wes on anti-shipping patrol of the upper
pert of the Western Adristic Coast when at one point it made contact with

8 scattered south bound convoy consisting of three motor vessels and a
similar muber of escort craft. Singling out one cargo ship the Wimpy
shadowed it for an hour and a quarter by which time it wes between 5 and 6
miles off the coast opposite Ravenna. At that point Priest decided to mske
the attack. Flares were dropped illuminating the vessel clearly and &
stick of boubs was sent down streddling the target. For & while nothing
happened then the rear gumer saw a red glow neer one of the guns which wes
firing at the Wellington from the ship. Vhen the glow appesred the gun
immediately ceased fire. After circling the ship for a while without seeing
further evidence of dsmage, the Wimpy resumed patrols It had reached

the northern extremity of its patrol area when looking back, the crew saw &
wivid flash of a huge explosion followed by a tongue of fleme lighting up
the sky. As the sircraft furned and flew southwerd epproaching the ship
the fire grew in intensity and when the Wimpy resched the scene of attack, the
vessel was a mess of Flames from stem to stern with thick pall of smoke rising
5,000 £t sbove it. At intervals there were fresh explosions which belched
out more flame and suoke s When the Wellington returned to base, the crew
lesrned that another aircraft to the seme squadron which was over the motor
vessel when it first blew up was tossed into the air with an involuntery
gein of height at & rate of 3,000 ft per minute, Further confirmation

of the sinking of the ship came from the Nevy later that morning. In
sddition to Priest, those who took pert in this most successful attack

were 428782 F/S P.W.Pettitt Second pilot of losman, N.S.W., 413705 F/0
F.Piright, navigator of Nerrabeen, /., 412696 W/0 L.M.Richards, Wop/Ag

of Lismore, N.S.W., 420113 W/0 E.J.Baker, Wop/Ag of Wentworthville, I
















